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From the Director’s Desk

Immediately after the recent Hudhud Cyclone
devastation in Vishakapatnam and Vijayanagaram
Districts of Andhra Pradesh, DOPR scientists visited
cyclone affected areas to assess the damage caused
to oil palm and other crops due to cyclone to suggest
the possible remedial measures. Four types of damage
were observed in oil palm — 1) Uprooting of trees; 2)
Crown damage; 3) Slanting of palms and 4) Leaf
shredding in young palms. Though the extent of
damage to oil palm crop (area-wise) is somewhat less,
very severe damage was observed in a few gardens.
Based on our experience during super-cyclone during
the late nineties, DOPR has already evolved a
“Rejuvenation package” for cyclone affected palms.
The management of cyclone affected oil palm trees
involves lifting of fallen palms, pit digging and
replanting, management of slanted palms and
management of crown twisted/top damaged palms
along with appropriate cultural practices for fertilizer
application and plant protection measures.

It is to be mentioned here that, during May, 2014,
the “Rejuvenation package” was successfully
implemented in an 8.00 ha garden in West Godavari
District where palms were completely uprooted by
“swirling winds”. My personal appreciations are due
to the officers and management of M/s. Navabharat
Agro Products Ltd. (the oil palm processing Unit
operating in the affected area) and State Department
of Horticulture as well as Scientists from Directorate
of Oil Palm Research and Dr. YSR Horticultural
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University for taking swift action with the active
participation of the farmers and ensured 100% revival
of the affected palm trees.
Hence for the cyclone affected areas also, as
Rejuvenation packages are to be implemented
urgently on a war-footing, efforts were made to give
wide publicity to the “Rejuvenation package” for
cyclone affected palms. In addition to publicity through
ICAR web site as well as DOPR web site, a Press Note
on “Rejuvenation of oil palm trees affected by cyclone”
was issued to local newspapers through the ANGRAU
Research Station, Anakapalli as well as
Commissionerate of Horticulture, Andhra Pradesh.
DOPR has also proposed a “subsidy package” to the
State Department of Horticulture for taking up the
rejuvenation operations in the affected oil palm
gardens.
S. Arulraj
Director

Secloral News

The Second “National consultation Meeting on Oil
Palm” was organized by DOPR on July 26, 2014 at
Hyderabad to discuss the issues related to oil palm
cultivation, processing, research and extension
aspects and overall development of oil palm in the
country. Representatives from all the stakeholders of
oil palm industry viz., farmers, processors, policy
planners, researchers and department officials of 14
oil palm growing states participated in the meeting.
The meeting was chaired by Dr. N. K. Krishna Kumar,
Deputy Director General (Hort. Sc.), ICAR and he
emphasized that the oil palm sector could grow only,
when all the stakeholders operate in a cordial
atmosphere. As water is becoming a scarce resource,
research on irrigation management could be con-
ducted by an inter-disciplinary team of Engineering
and Agronomy scientists to bring about significant
changes in improving water use efficiency. Following
the Inaugural Address, state-wise presentations were
made on the status of oil palm sector in each State
followed by response from different stake-holders on
measures for improving the oil palm productivity in
the different oil palm growing states.
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